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Meet Governor Quynn Nielson

Claire Engel & Allie Hoekman

Sacajawea Scroll

Cheers erupted throughout the auditorium at the
American Legion Auxiliary Girls State as Quynn Nielson
was officially elected as the new governor, with Emma
Andrews elected as lieutenant governor after three long
days of campaigning, connecting with delegates across
South Dakota, and speeches.

For Nielson the moment was represented as far more
than winning the election. During the interview following
the announcement, she reflected on the challenges she has
faced throughout the campaign process and how those
experiences have shaped her views and understanding of
leadership.

“One leadership challenge I’ve already faced was just
having the confidence to feel like I could lead this group of

women,” Nielson said. “Everbody here is so talented and
fantastic. Being in this position is such an honor.”

Nielson explained that realizing that she was no better

than any of the other delegates standing beside her helped
to shape the kind of leader she aspires to become during
her term.

“I want to lead through service,” she stated. “I'm
honored that I can represent them.”

Throughout the interview, Nielson repeatedly stated
how much unity means to her and found common ground
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among all the delegates. She referenced the remarks
shared earlier during Girls State about the importance of
focusing on what people can agree on rather than what
divides them.

“The fact that we all met less than 48 hours
ago and united based on common ground was really
important,” Nielson said. “Even if you disagree on
certain things, there is usually something you can agree
on with someone.”

Nielson later discussed how Girls State has
changed her perspective views of leadership and the
government. She said the experience has helped her
to open her eyes to the amount of work that happens
behind the scenes during all the elections and leadership
roles within the cities designated cities.

“Theres so much work that goes into it,” she
stated. “Staying up late, meeting all new people from
different backgrounds and cities, and trying to connect
with everyone who really showed me how much
leadership takes.”

As governor, Nielson said one of her main goals is
creating an environment where the delegates can feel,
be their authentic selves, and share their passions with
each other without feeling isolated.

“I want all the girls next year to feel comfortable
and feel like they can share their passions, whether it’s
civics or even something else,” Nielson stated. “I want
to create a space where everyone feels like they can be
their authentic selves everyday.”

She closed her interview with a very emotional but
heartfelt message of gratitude to the City Councillors
who cheered her on, the American Legion Auxiliary
Ladies, and most importantly the fellow delegates and
friends who supported her all throughout her campaign.

“Being yourself is one of the strongest things
you can do,” Nielson said. “Thank you to everyone
for trusting me in leading you in this position as new
American Legion Auxiliary Girls State Governor
throughout the next year.”

Alongside Nielson, Emma Andrews was elected
Lieutenant Governor after also running a strong
campaign focused on communication, leadership,
unity, and service. Andrews said Girls State has helped
her strengthen her confidence and leadership abilities
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through public speaking, and organizations like the
American Legion Oratorical Contest, which she
encourages delegates to try as it is super fun.

“The Oratorical Contest really prepared me for
understanding the government and the constitution
a bit more,” Andrews stated. “It has taught me the
importance of leadership and public speaking.”

As Lieutenant Governor, Andrews said she hopes to
support Nielson’s vision while also working to help
improve communication and the overall involvement
among all the delegates in the future of Girls State
sessions.

“Just try everything,” Andrews said while
encouraging delegates. “You never know what
can happen and the outcomes that can come from
something until you try.”

Together, Nielson and Andrews hope to
continue promoting confidence, unity, and leadership
and its skills while representing the values of Girls
State throughout the upcoming year.
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Journalism City

Most likely to get lost on campus:
Tamara Imhof

Dynamic duo: Dena Tarrell & Bethany
Jespersen

Class clown: GraceLynn Jongeling
Most likely to sleep through flags:
Gabrielle Raasch

Future Mrs. President: Jayda Tadlock
Most positive: Marlee Bowers

Most likely to become an influencer:
Bailey Brown

Caffiene addict: Carly Borkowski

Best hype-woman: Hope Starwalt
Most likely to become a pro athlete:
Hope Starwalt

Most accident prone: Claire Engel
Best celebrity lookalike: Peytynne
Clevenger, Meryl Streep

Most likely to have their own TV show:
Hannah Cutshaw

Most likely to sleep during sessions:
Brielle Tesch

Most likely to bury themself in work:
Allie Hoekman

Most likely to compare people’s faces to
Disney characters: Jocee Krebs

Most likely to burn down the dorms
because her curling iron is plugged in:
Ellie Boehrns

Most likely to miss every general
assembly: Olivia Hunhoff

Baltimore

Best smile: Elili Taye

Best dressed: Ashlynn Fergen

Most organized: Savannah Berg
Dynamic duo: Sophia Eichler & Macey
Duffy

Class clown: Bailey Lake

Future Mrs. President: Regan Bruns
Most positive: Jessica Ung

Hardest worker: Rilyn Thury

Most well-spoken: Alejandra Vasquez-
Reyes

Best hype-woman: Anna Abbing
Most likely to become a pro athlete:
Rilyn Thury

Most intelligent: Emerald Wyatt

Boston

Best smile: Meredith Weber

Best dressed: Kaylee Loy

Messiest dorm: Cassidy Williams

Most organized: Isabelle Wiegand

Most likely to get lost on campus: Rylie
Stoll

Dynamic duo: Liv Hendrickson & Brielle
Kolling

Class clown: Emmy Spencer

Most likely to sleep through flags: Rylee
Zylstra

Future Mrs. President: Amelia Sjurseth
Best laugh: Karalyn Koerner

Most positive: Jenessa Carda

Hardest worker: Rylee Zylstra

Most well-spoken: Hannah Waldner
Most likely to become an influencer: Liv
Hendrickson

Caffiene addict: Caitlyn Mudgett

Most likely to become a pro athlete:
Madilyn Cooper

Most accident prone: Gracelynn Decker
Most likely to have their own TV show:
Brielle Kolling

Black Mold Sniffer: Jenessa Carda

Coup leader: Liv Hendrickson

Most likely to be overthrown: Rylie Stoll

Detroit

Best smile: Charlotte Hanson

Best dressed: Evelyn Foss

Messiest dorm: Vivian Johnson & Taylor
Vetter

Most organized: Marissa Leonard

Most likely to get lost on campus: Wriley
Johnson

Dynamic duo: Lauren Ronshaugen & Shyla
Tvedt

Class clown: Katie Morgan

Most likely to sleep through flags: Sophie
Spier

Future Mrs. President: Rachel Brown

Best laugh: Brooke Heumiller

Most positive: Delilah Rasmussen
Hardest worker: Paisley LaFave

Most well-spoken: Hannah Sandgren

Most likely to become an influencer: Evelyn

Foss

Caffiene addict: Lacie May

Best hype-woman: Delilah Rasmussen &
Katie Morgan

Most likely to become a pro athlete: Vivian
Johnson

Most accident prone: Kezia Mullen

Best celebrity lookalike: Lauren
Ronshaugen, anna Kendrick

Most likely to have their own TV show:
Jaden Hofer

Chicago

Best smile: Teagan Hanten

Best dressed: Hadley Gjerde

Messiest dorm: Laura Zimmerman

Most organized: Kaitlyn Fiddelke

Most likely to get lost on campus: Sierra
Boyd

Dynamic duo: Kaitlyn Fiddelke & Hadley
Gjerde

Class clown: Jillian Olson

Most likely to sleep through flags: Stella
Rath

Future Mrs. President: Isabelle Hotchkiss
Best laugh: Ella Weber

Most positive: Haley Harkness

Hardest worker: Lily Osmundson

Most well-spoken: Luna Siddens

Most likely to become an influencer:
Hudson Fouberg

Caffiene addict: Gretta Larson

Best hype-woman: Airabella Deysel
Most likely to become a pro athlete: Lily
Osmundson

Most accident prone: Ruthie Payne

Best celebrity lookalike: Teagan Hanten
Most likely to have their own TV show: Lily
Osmundson

Most likely to have a Bluey-themed
wedding: Ella Weber & Caroline Carcumo

Los Angeles

Best smile: Olivia Ryan, Alexis Christensen
Best dressed: Lucy Swanson

Messiest dorm: Abbigail Hegge

Most organized: Sophia Havard

Most likely to get lost on campus: Cadence
Jorgensen

Dynamic duo: Colby Niehoff & Kaelyn
Bertsch

Class clown: Josslyn Emery

Most likely to sleep through flags: Madison
James

Future Mrs. President: Madelyn Jensen
Best laugh: Sara Bertram

Most positive: Hannah Cawthorne

Hardest worker: Ginniveve Zorr

Most well-spoken: Chesnie Heim

Most likely to become an influencer:
Abbigail Hegge

Caffiene addict: Chloe Taggart

Best hype-woman: Julia Bauer

Most likely to become a pro athlete:
Mackenzie Zubke

Most accident prone: Gracie Cleland

Best celebrity lookalike: Colby Niehoff,
Legally Blonde

Most likely to have their own TV show: The
city of Los Angeles

Cleveland

Best smile: Cyndi Mosey

Best dressed: Taylor Thrift

Messiest dorm: Kailyn Hansen

Most organized: Kaylynn Paule

Most likely to get lost on campus:
Abby Thimgan & Abby Studt
Dynamic duo: Zoe Colegrove & Kaylie
O’Connor

Class clown: Charli Paulsen

Most likely to sleep through flags:
McKenna Beck

Future Mrs. President: Brynn Samson
Best laugh: Carmen Meyers

Most positive: Summer Koch
Hardest worker: Alexis Sodren

Most well-spoken: Trinity Shrake
Most likely to become an influencer:
Jewel Geraets

Caffiene addict: Everyone

Best hype-woman: Abby Studt

Most likely to become a pro athlete:
Ingrid Ready

Most accident prone: Morgan
Schillerstrom

Best celebrity lookalike: Madison
Waltman, Topanga Lawrence
Miami

Best smile: Mia Moon

Best dressed: Ava Rosenau

Messiest dorm: Anna Kraft & Emma
Andrews

Most organized: Addison Muller

Most likely to get lost on campus: Naomi
Handson

Dynamic duo: Autumn Clark & Izzie
Ladner

Class clown: Kelsey Fisher

Most likely to sleep through flags: Marley
Wells

Future Mrs. President: Emma Andrews
Best laugh: Reegan Davis

Most positive: Lynsey Ohlang

Hardest worker: Mackayla Kavanagh
Most well-spoken: Shayla Rath

Most likely to become an influencer: Mia
Moon & Lynsey Ohlang

Caffiene addict: Macayla Cabanagh
Best hype-woman: Audrey Murano
Most likely to become a pro athlete:
Reegan Davis

Most accident prone: Autumn Clark
Best celebrity lookalike: Bella Unser,
Jennifer Carpenter

Most likely to have their own TV show:
Addison Muller
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SILLY WATCH

Seattle

Best smile: Alyssa Thompson, Maeve Waysman,
Memphis Altena, Macayla Gerlach, Emmarie Hilton,
Isabelle Beeson

Best dressed: Isabelle Beeson

Messiest dorm: Macayla Gerlach

Most organized: Kassidy Smith

Most likely to get lost on campus: Macayla Gerlach
Dynamic duo: Aggie Olson & Lillian Niles

Class clown: Macayla Gerlach

Most likely to sleep through flags: Maeve Waysman &
Gracie Sees

Future Mrs. President: Isabelle Beeson

Best laugh: Kiara Fields

Most positive: Memphis Altena

Hardest worker: Emeri Hofeman, Kiara Fields, Alyssa
Thompson, Isabelle Beeson

Most well-spoken: Isabelle Beeson

Most likely to become an influencer: Kaehlor Hanson
Caffiene addict: Gracie Sees

Best hype-woman: Macayla Gerlach

Most likely to become a pro athlete: Kassidy Smith
Most accident prone: Jillian Knippling

Best celebrity lookalike: Bridget Lemmel, Merida
from Brave

Most likely to have their own TV show: Macayla
Gerlach

Philadelphia

Best smile: Kenley Berning

Best dressed: Lily Harkema

Messiest dorm: Tessa Mollet & Elsie Ostler

Most organized: Natalie Weinkauf

Most likely to get lost on campus: Emma Eckman
Dynamic duo: Miley Adams & Ava Fox

Class clown: Kasey Johnson

Most likely to sleep through flags: Torri Virtue
Future Mrs. President: Julianne Grady

Best laugh: Alexis Kellogg

Most positive: Lander Bell

Hardest worker: Clair Loofbourrow

Most well-spoken: Laura Robinson

Most likely to become an influencer: Bryn Schooley
Caffiene addict: Madalynn Holman

Best hype-woman: Camdyn Peterreins

Most likely to become a pro athlete: Alexi Fluke
Most accident prone: Madalynn Lorang

Best celebrity lookalike: Alexis Hoffman, Tate McRae
Most likely to have their own TV show: Anna Boyle

New York

Best smile: Lilly Jacobsen

Best dressed: Morgan Lemme

Messiest dorm: Elaina Bushkofsky

Most organized: Sienna Weiman

Most likely to get lost on campus: Alexis Moore
Dynamic duo: Emerlee Jones & Elaina Bushkofsky
Class clown: Tessa Swanson

Most likely to sleep through flags: Marlie
Swanson

Future Mrs. President: Emerlee Jones

Best laugh: Tayler Vetter

Most positive: Malia Buchanan

Hardest worker: Emma Shelstad

Most well-spoken: Lexie Fousek

Most likely to become an influencer: Grace
Hansen

Caffiene addict: Sophia Melo Amortegui

Best hype-woman: Cassidy Korzan

Most likely to become a pro athlete: Morgan
Lemme

Most accident prone: Tessa Helland

Best celebrity lookalike: Ella Van Loan, Nancy
from Stranger Things

Most likely to have their own TV show: Mia Reiner
Best trio: Tayler Vetter, Mia Retter, Kaylee Schmit
Prettiest eyes: Kaylee Schmit

Biggest Labubu hater: Lilly Jacobsen

Best hair: Elaina Bushkofsky

Most randomly talented: Malia Buchanan

St. Louis

Best smile: Breanna Hento

Best dressed: Debrianna Hicks

Messiest Dorm: Lola Wells

Most organized: Kadence Olberding

Most likely to get lost on campus: Elsa Aarbo
Dynamic duo: Annie Connot & Kaidence Bulgin

Class clown: Phoebe Veerman

Most likely to sleep through flags: Annie Connot & Kaidence
Bulgin

Future Mrs. President: Michaela Kingma

Best laugh: Isla Rhode

Most positive: Kadence Olberding

Hardest worker: Molly Harty

Most well-spoken: Macie Roth

Most likely to become an influencer: Katie Stahl
Caffiene addict: Lola Wells

Best hype-woman: Phoebe Veernan

Most likely to become a pro athlete: Katie Stahl

Most accident prone: Norah Waysman

Best celebrity lookalike: Kolbi Vincent, Daisy Edgar Jones
Most likely to have their own TV show: Israel Teseda (a
detective show)

Best hair: Debrianna Hicks

Mom of the city: Kadence Olberding

Best bae-watch: Shae Uttect

Most likely to become a lawyer: Michaela Kingma
Most iconic: Phoebe Veernan

Washington

Best smile: Rebecca Connor

Best dressed: Kelsey Sowards

Messiest Dorm: Erika Schenk

Most likely to get lost on campus: Madilyn Jones
Dynamic duo: Clara Hintgen, Rebecca Connor
Class clown: Jocelyn Rumpca

Most likely to sleep through flags: Olivia
Gilbertson

Future Mrs. President: Quynn Nielson

Most positive: Addyson Rice

Hardest worker: Emily Moritz

Most well-spoken: Maryn Berendse

Most likely to become an influencer: Mystic
Erikson

Caffiene addict: Erika Schenk

Best hype-woman: Holly Olson

Most likely to become a pro athlete: Jocelyn
Wagner

Best hair: Abbigail Simpson
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Leadership Rooted in Service

Allie Hoekman &
Jayda Tadlock

Sacajawea Scroll

From Midwest to Congress

Bailey Browns, Bethany Jespersen, & Dena Tarrell
Sacajawea Scroll

Delegates at American Legion
Auxiliary Girls State had the wonderful
opportunity to listen and speak to
governor Larry Rhoden as he shared
many valuable lessons on leadership
responsibility, and how serving in
the National Guard has shaped his
experiences as a West River rancher,
businessman, and a public servant.

Speaking to a fully packed room
of passionate future leaders, Rhoden
emphasized that leadership is not
about titles, but it is more about your
responsibility and your character.

“Leadership is not about your title,
it is about your responsibility,” Rhoden
explained during his address.“The
leaders who strive to make a difference
share one thing in common and that is
stewardship, judgement, temperament,
and integrity.”

Throughout his speech, Rhoden
worked to encourage delegates to
work to begin on developing their
leadership qualities as soon as possible,
long before stepping into his position
into leadership. He challenged students
to think about how they can improve
not only their schools, but also their
churches, communities, and their
future careers through service and
accountability.

Rhoden reflected on how growing
up on a ranch taught him responsibility
at a very young age. He explained that
every decision that is carried through
consequences, and that many lessons
he learned still follow him throughout
his life.

4 a4 A
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“You can learn responsibility
very fast on a ranch,”Rhoden stated
during the interview following his
speech.“If you leave the gate open
and cattle get out, that mistake
matters, those experiences shape the
way you approach leadership and
your decision making.”

He also spoke about the
importance of remaining grounded
and calm whenever possible
and even through all the difficult
moments. Referencing the Bible
verse 2 Timothy 1:7, Rhoden stated
that strong leaders respond with full
courage and wisdom instead of fear
and panic.

“Good leaders remain calm
when others panic,” Rhoden said.
“Our world needs more people who
respond with courage instead of fear

During the question-and-answer
session with the Girls State delegates,
Rhoden discussed what first led
him into public service. Rather
than describing politics as a career
goal, he explained that his path
began through the numerous acts
of community involvement he was
involved in.

“l wasn't inspired to get into
politics,” Rhoden said.“l was inspired
to get into the service involved
within it

He shared how serving on
local boards and commissions
eventually led him into the school
board, lieutenant governor, the
state legislature, and the new
governor of South Dakota. To end
his address Rhoden also offered
some crucial advice to all the
delegates considering careers in
agriculture, government, business,
and leadership roles in their future
careers. He encouraged them to stay
true to themselves and focus on
helping others rather than seeking
titles of recognition.

“People are sometimes motivated
by wanting to be somebody instead
of wanting to do something,”Rhoden
said.“You should run for something
or try something based on what you
can do, not for what you can be!”

South Dakota public utilities
commissioner. Chief of staff to
former Governor Dennis Daugaard.
Businessman in the SD engineering
and cyber security industry. Staffer of
the U.S. Department of Agriculture in
Washington, D.C. Senior policy advisor
for former Governor Mike Rounds.

A politician, statesman and the U.S.
representative in the House, Dusty
Johnson now takes on the campaign
process for governor of SD.

Johnson was born in Pierre, SD
and was inherently immersed in a
town centered on politics. He went
on to earn his bachelor’s degree in
political science from the University of
South Dakota and later attended the
University of Kansas where he pursued
his Master of Public Administration
(MPA) degree. Johnson's background
fueled his commitment to self
determination and taking advantage of
educational resources.

“I grew up, I'd say working class,
but basically, we were poorer...But
I was lucky for it. | had two parents
who loved me. They impressed upon
me the importance of work and
education,” said Johnson.

He climbed the ranks of state
government promoting agricultural
advancements and productivity,
as well as “common sense” work
requirements for individuals on
welfare. Through this policy, Johnson
encourages able bodied and
situationally capable citizens to seek
suitable employment, rather than
solely relying on government aid. In
his campaign for governor, Johnson
strives to increase SD's nationwide
educational ranking and reduce the
state’s rate of recidivism. Along the
way, Johnson continues to learn about
voters and listen to their concerns.

“I think I have learned that people
are hungry for vision. We live in a
pretty populist era, and it has gotten a
little easier to say no to things. But the
tide is changing. Everyday people from
all walks of life do want South Dakota
to find a way forward that looks bolder
than we've had in the last couple of
years," said Johnson.

When Johnson was asked what
virtue needs to be emphasized in

today’s politics in order to create unity,
he highlighted the concept of working
together and finding common ground
as a clear virtue, saying, ‘I think it's
more important now than it has been
for a long, long time." Outside the world
of politics, however, Johnson spoke
about how determination is needed

in American society. Johnson stated, “I
think the virtue we need to emphasize
more in American society is probably
determination-work ethic.”

Johnson referenced a Calvin
Coolidge quote during his interview
that represents the philosophy he
stands by and shared, “The slogan
‘press on’ has solved and always will
solve the problems of the human race.
And | believe that down to my core”
Johnson emphasized the importance
of determination, referencing how
the slogan “press on” is what solves
problems.

Johnson's advice for young people
interested in going into politics is for
these individuals to develop other
careers first. He advised, “They need
to do something else rather than be
single-mindedly focused on their
political ambition. | think that makes for
much better benefits”" Johnson talked
about how those who develop their
own different careers before jumping
into politics make for more relatable,
trustworthy and better leaders. Johnson
highlighted, “When you are being
governed by teachers, nurses, welders
and farmers, it is better than being
governed by politicians and politicians
and politicians and politicians.”’

JOCEE KREBS
SACAJAWEA SCROLL
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Chicken, chicken, & more chicken!

Marlee Bowers & Hope Starwalt

A look into the law school

A couple of common
questions that circled
around campus the first
couple of days was "I
wonder what's for lunch?” or
“what do you think we are
having for dinner?”

At the beginning
of Girls State, this was a
genuine question. Now, we
don’t even need to ask. We
all already know the answer:
CHICKEN! At this point,
we just ask “what kind of
chicken is it?”

At first, we thought it
was just a coincidence or
a fluke in the kitchen, but
now we understand the
cafeteria’s favorite food
to make is some sort of

Sacajawea Scroll

chicken.

During meals, we
have had at least one
option, if not more, of
chicken. It seems to be
the primary protein that
the USD campus offers.
While this might sound
limited, they have had a
variety of different versions
of chicken. We have had
chicken nuggets, chicken
sandwiches, chicken
breasts, chicken quesadillas,
chicken wraps, chicken stir-
fry, grilled chicken, chicken
tenders and chicken alfredo.

While we are very
fortunate to be blessed
with this amazing food

we are just wondering
where the variety is?

Did the cows and pigs
go extinct? Do other foods
still exist? Did we enroll
in a chicken-only school?
Will I ever be able to taste
anything else again besides
chicken? Am | missing
something.... oris it literally
chicken again? Seriously,
where are the cows and
pigs?

Poultry pondering
aside, thank you dearly
to our auxiliaries for
sponsoring our meals! They

are all amazing and we truly
appreciate it!

sponsored by our auxiliaries,

Journalists learn about SDPB

Bailey Browns
& Jocee Krebs
Sacajawea Scroll

“Truth... That's our mission”
-Cara Hetland.

Cara Hetland, spoke
at Wednesday's lunch
roundtable with Journalism
City to represent her
team at South Dakota
Public Broadcasting. She
came with composure,
openness, and positive
energy while giving advice
to the young girls interested
in journalism. Hetland
gave her background in
broadcasting, graduating
from Drake University
in 1987 with a major
in broadcast news and
securing her first real job at
the age of 19.

During her time
with Journalism City she
answered many well-asked
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questions. She emphasized
the importance of news
stories being local, saying,
“Local matters.”

Hetland gave the
aspiring journalists great
pieces of advice, including
telling them: “If you write
down all of your questions,
and that'’s all you're looking
at, and you don't look
around, you're gonna miss
the real story.

She encourages those
wanting to enter the field of
journalism to center their
career on truth and middle
ground, along with being
present in the moment,
asking hard questions and
looking around for the real
story.

Concluding the
roundtable, Cara Hetland
leaves the journalists
with a message of advice,

comparing the world of
journalism and how to get
the right story to “looking in
the trashcan.”

Her closing message
was: “So look in the trash
can. That's my advice. Does
that make sense? Yeah.
Look in the trash can. So,
and learn from your life
lessons. Carry those with
you. So if you miss the trash
can the first time, look in
at the second...The policy
in the trash can taught me
a lot to look around and
not just be set and focused
on what | think the story is
going in because it's never
really what the story is
when you come out, if you
look around”

Thank you for your
time Cara Hetland!

Reporters / Photographers

Carly Borkowski Allie Hoekman Gabrielle Rasch
Marlee Bowers Tamara Imhof Hope Starwalt
Bailey Brown Bethany Jespersen Dena Tarrell
Peytynne Clevenger GracelLynn Jongeling Brielle Tesch

Hannah Cutshaw Jocee Krebs

Claire Engel

Peytynne Clevenger
Sacajawea Scroll

On Tuesday, May 27th,
Girls State Delegates had the
opportunity to tour the USD Law
School. The delegates got to see
things like the Moon Court, Chief
Justice Janson’s office, and the
Dungeon.

As the only law school in South
Dakota, USD Knudson School
of Law plays a vital role in the
state’s legal community. Located
in Vermillion, the school offers a
comprehensive hands-on learning
experience through clinics and
externships, allowing them to
apply their classroom learning in
real-world settings. The faculty is
dedicated to fostering a supportive
and collaborative environment,
guiding the students to develop
critical thinking and ethical
reasoning skills. The graduates
emerge well prepared and ready
to advocate for justice. Beyond
academics, students benefit from
a vibrant campus, community, and
resources designed to support
their professional development.

This visit provided the
delegates with valuable insight
into the legal profession and the
different opportunities available
for them at USD Law.

PEYTYNNE CLEVENGER
SACAJAWEA SCROLL

Good Morning Ladies! It’s the last
day of Girls State! Today you can

Weather
Woman’s

Forecast
Brielle Tesch

expect some warm weather! There
should be minimal bad weather for
everyone’s drive home. With a high
of 87 degrees and a humidity level
of 49%. The UV will be a high of 5.
Try to get your tan on and dress for
the occasion!

Counselors Volante Staff/Adviser ~ The Sacajawea Scroll, the
Olivia Hunhoff Janet Davison newspaper of Journalism City
Elizabeth Boerhns  James Kelley and the American Legion

Auxiliary Girls State Program,
is sponsored by the Freedom
Forum Al Neuharth Media
Center.
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Thursday Crossword

Tamara Imhof & GraceLynn Jongeling

10

The Honest Opinion
Gabrielle Raasch & Brielle Tesch
Media of the Day: “the cure” by Olivia Rodrigo

Olivia Rodrigo’s single “the cure” is a raw, coming-
of-age confession about the realization that love is
not a magical fix for internal struggles. It explores
the painful truth that while falling in love feels like the
ultimate cure for personal insecurities, true healing
must come from within.

Our rating: 9/10

We genuinely think her pen was on fire the
day she wrote this. The second it started playing, it
immediately found a place in our liked songs. What
makes this song so powerful is how painfully honest
it is. Olivia captures the feeling of realizing that love
alone cannot fix everything. Some wounds are too
deep, some people grow apart, and sometimes
emotions become storms no amount of affection
can calm. The song feels like staring out of a car
window at midnight while your thoughts replay every
conversation you wish had ended differently.

We found that the message behind the song
is heartbreaking because it's true: sometimes
relationships end not because there was no love, but
because love simply wasn’t enough to save them. You
can practically feel the heartbreak in her voice. It's the
kind of song you can’t help but scream along to in the
car.

Although Olivia’s single perfectly shows the
emotion she poured into this song, we personally
felt that the five-minute runtime was slightly too long.
Even so, the lyrics and emotion kept us connected
throughout the song, making us loop it on repeat.

Our favorite line: “But my head is full of poison, and
my heart is full of doubt.”

DOWN

1. An appointed person to represent a
group of people

2. The test lawyers take to become
lawyers

3. The peace after winning a court
proceeding

4. An animal unit that helps the police to
search for drugs

5. An experience funded by the American
Legion Auxiliary

7. A group of people that sing together
8. The act of documenting and sharing

news

Relationship Compatibility
based on Horoscopes

Gabrielle Raasch
Sacajawea Scroll

Fire Signs (Aries, Leo, Sagittarius)
Known for passion, energy, and spontaneity.
Best Matches: Air signs (fuel their fire) and
other Fire signs.

Earth Signs (Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn)
Known for being grounded, practical, and
dependable.

Best Matches: Water signs (nourish the
earth) and other Earth signs.

Air Signs (Gemini, Libra, Aquarius)
Known for being intellectual,
communicative, and social.

Best Matches: Fire signs (spark new ideas)
and other Air signs.

Water Signs (Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces)
Known for deep emotion, intuition, and
sensitivity.

Best Matches: Earth signs (provide a stable
foundation) and other Water signs.

ACROSS

6. Delegates wearing blue shirts

9. A formal ceremony for a person to
become govener

10. Delegates wearing red shirts

11. A person that helps you in court

defending you

Question of the Day
Carly Borkowski

What is your biggest red flag
in a guy?

“When a guy can’t listen” - Cyndi
Mosey, Cleveland
“When a guy isn’t funny; they need to be
funny” - Kaelyn Berth, Los Angeles
“When a guy is shorter than me” -
Abbigail Hedge, Los Angeles
“When guys wear jorts and Birkenstocks
without socks at school” - Liv
Hendrickson, Boston
“When guys can’t pay for themselves
and don’t have a license” - Ava Rosenau,
Miami
“When a guy thinks it’s cool to not try
in school” - Kassidy Smith & Audrey
Murano, Seattle & Miami

Pun of the Day

GracelLynn Jongeling

Why are cows always in your
way?
Because they never mooo-ve
over!
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Dazzling talent show acts
continue at Girls State

Marlee Bowers &
Allie Hoekman
Sacajawea Scroll

Tuesday night the crowd
was involved with Michaela
Kingma, Debrianna Hicks,

Isla Rohde, and Kolbi Vincent
in singing the amazing song
‘Before He Cheats’ by Carrie
Underwood. Causing much
energy in everyone before
getting ready for sleep that
night.

The next day, Wednesday
morning, we had the group of
Clara Hintgen, Rebecca Connor,
Adrianna Alspach, Jocelyn
Rumpca, and Holly Olsen
singing ‘Since U Been Gone’ by
Kelly Clarkson.

With lost voices yet
loads of energy. Clapping and
screaming along is definitely a
good way to start and end the
day at ALA Girls State.

ALLIE HOEKMAN
SACAJAWEA SCROLL

MARLEE BOWERS
SACAJAWEA SCROLL
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Ornaments with an impact

Carly Borkowski & Brielle Tesch

Sacajawea Scroll

The Service project, organized
by the ALA volunteers to serve
and support the veterans past,
present, and future, has been
a Girls State tradition since the
program started. Past service
projects have included collecting
nonperishable items, decorating
pillow cases, and providing gift
cards to show our appreciation for
veterans.

These projects also help the
delegates become more aware of
the sacrifices and service veterans
have made for our community.
This year the service project was
making Christmas ornaments to
honor the poppy.

The ALA Ladies taught us what
the poppy represents to those
serving in the military. So what
does the poppy represent? The
green wire represents God. Then
you create a hook in the wire
that represents God carrying the

shepard’s hook. Next the Black
paper that is in the middle of the
flower represents the deaths of
veterans. The green represents
life. Wrapping the wire around the
paper represents God wrapping
his arms around veterans in life or
death.

There are 4 petals of the
poopy each represent something
different. The first petal represents
the blood of the veterans. The
second petal represents The
Father. The third petal represents
The Son. Lastly, the fourth petal
represents The Holy Spirit.

BRIELLE TESCH
SACAJAWEA SCROLL

Delegates create bills

Tamar Imhof &
GracelLynn Jongeling
Sacajawea Scroll

The citizens of all cities met at
the MUC Ballroom at 4:00 P.M. on
Tuesday. They learned about how
to create a bill. There was a second
meeting at the Aalfs Auditorium
at 9:45 A.M. on Wednesday. The
previous years only had one session,
and they created 300 bills. The
bills were turned in at the end of
Wednesday's session.

The first session’s agenda
included the following: a pop-quiz
Kahoot, presentation, and creating
bills. The second session at the
auditorium was all about creating
bills. The second session’s duration
was about an hour.

During the first session, the
kahoot gave the delegates most of the
general information about bills which
included information about clauses,

enactment, amendment, and who
vetoes bills. They also learned that the
Legislature can overrule vetoing bills.

The order components in bills are
first title, preamble, body, and lastly
enacted. The title states what the bill
is about. The preamble section states
the context on why you made this bill.
The body section gives backing as to
why it should be passed in the house.
The enacted section is where the bill
is passed and put into play.

There were awards given to
people who passed the most bills and
the most beautiful. A delegate’s bill
that made senior counselor Piper cry
was given an award; another award
will be given to a junior legislator.

Most people preferred to write
bills over funny topics. Some of
these topics included AC in dorms,
scheduled hug time, nap breaks built
into the schedule, and a longer break
for counselors.
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Hot Take
of the Day

Gabrielle Raasch

“Ranch on mashed
potatoes 1s superior.”
- Bryn Schooley,
Philadelphia

Girls State staff
gone WILD

(above) Senior counselors Abby Studt and
Torri Virtue prepare to fight each other
after a long week.

(below) SD ALA Department President
Susie Learing learns how to do the scuba,
earning her title as the “Scuba Queen.”

Fashion Watch

Tamara Imhof, GrceLynn Jongeling,
Hope Starwalt, & Brielle Tesch
Sacajawea Scroll

On Wednesday, Girls State
delegates were asked to show off
their patriotism by wearing red,
white and blue. The only rules?
Still wear business casual, and
no blue jeans allowed. Delegates
took this theme and ran with it,
wearing a wide variety of clothing
items, including dresses, skirts,
pants and blouses. In the photo
spread, take a look at how some
girls styled the colors of our
nation’s flag!

JOURNALISM CITY | SACAJAWEA SCROLL
Delegates of Girls State show off their patriotic
red, white and blue outfits from Wednesday
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