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G ov e r n or  c an d i d at e s  c h o s e n ,  s h are  p l at for m s

s the election is coming to a 
close there is still one position to 
be named, the 2022 Girls State 

governor. At Thursday morning’s general 
assembly one final candidate from each 
party was chosen. Representing the 
Federalist party is New York citizen Julia 
Hemelstrand. 

Initially, Hemelstrand had no 
intentions of even running for a position 
in general. She came into the week 
expecting to meet new people and 
sit back and watch others succeed; 
however, the support of her city and 
county is what fueled her campaign in 
the first place.

“My city was just so supportive,” said 
Hemelstrand. “I feel like they have been 
so supportive throughout this whole 
process. They’ve all had my back and I 
feel like we’re just one big family.”

Outside of Girls State, Hemelstrand is 
the captain of the Brandon Valley Cheer 
team. Coming in with her background 
experience as a captain, Hemelstrand 
has a natural feel for a leadership 
position. 

“I want to give a sense of confidence 
and security in both inclusivity 
and involvement to all the girls no 
matter what city they are from,” said 
Hemelstrand. 

Along with leading in a unified way, 
Hemelstrand hopes to do so in an 
organized fashion in order to have the 
most successful week possible. 

“I feel like if everyone can feel like 
they know what they’re doing and can 
lean on others, the week will overall go a 
lot smoother,” said Hemelstrand.

Fellow New York citizen Katherine 
Jensen has supported Hemelstrand 
in her electoral run from the get-
go. As Jensen has gotten to know 
Hemelstrand, she has gotten to see all 
her qualifications to be Governor shine.

“[Hemelstrand] is the most down to 

yapal Chuol has proven to her 
party that she’s “got it all” and 
is now encouraging all voters to 

“vote for Nyapal.”
Chuol was honored to receive the 

nomination and she has big plans if 
elected. Chuol’s campaign is centered 
on unity, she wants everyone to “come 
together and have a good time… and 
get to know everybody.” 

Chuol understands the importance 
of smaller groups created throughout 
Girls State but wants to improve and 
tighten the overall community of Girls 
State. 

Chuol used the support she has 
received from her city, Philadelphia, 
who convinced her to run for 
governor. 

“If we as Girls State can be like Phily 
I think everybody can have such a 
fun time at Girls State,” Chuol said. “I 
think that’s my goal, to give everyone a 
fun time.” 

Chuol hopes to create that 
environment for all the delegates at 
Girls State. 

As a governor candidate, Chuol 
wants to push for more whole group 
activities to help the delegates get 
to know other people who are from 
different cities, counties and parties. 
She wants every girl at Girls State to 
experience the joy that comes with 
having a good community and the 
impact it can have on someone’s 
confidence levels. 

Chuol could relate to Noem’s 
words about the confidence of men 
compared to women earlier in the 
assembly and sees community as a 
good way to improve the confidence 
levels of young women.

Chuol is emphasizing the 
importance of inclusion and is 
determined that everyone has the 

“funnest time.”
“We have 6 days to do whatever we 

want and why not try? Why not make 
it the best possible experience we 
possibly can?” Chuol said. 

Chuol wants to take advantage of 
every opportunity presented to her 
and she is encouraging the delegates 
to do the same. She wants to make 
sure no one leaves Girls State with any 
regrets.

 With her balance of seriousness 
and fun, Chuol hopes to bring the 
delegates together and focus less on 
being a part of political parties and 
more on being South Dakotans.
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earth and can connect to any girl,” said 
Jensen. “She really brings our city and 
county together with her confidence 
and overall great ideas.”

Going into this election, 
Hemelstrand had no idea she would 
be where she is right now. Within this 
week, she saw the opportunity to try 
something new and she is now aiming 
to make a difference here at Girls State. 

“I want to encourage people to not 
overthink things,” said Hemelstrand. “I 
advise people to just try it because in 
the long run, no one is going to judge 
you for trying.”

Although Hemelstrand has 
no intentions on going into the 
government workforce, she sees the 
value in every person’s beliefs. Overall, 
her intentions of being Governor are to 
listen and learn about each individual 
delegate because they all have a unique 
story to tell. 

“I have a passion for hearing what 
people’s beliefs are and not just what 
they are but why,” said Hemelstrand. 
“I feel like what’s most important is 
understanding what’s going on no 
matter what field you go into.”

JADA SANDVALL I SACAJAWEA SCROLL
“Don’t be bland, voting for Julia Hemelstrand is on brand!”
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                     “If you want it all, vote for Nyapal!”



CITY WATCH

Philadelphia 
Best dressed: Tarynn Ball 
Most likely to be late: Nyapal 
Chuol
City mom: Hannah Stremick 
Early bird: Nyapal Chuol
Night owl: Emily Robbins
Best smile: Nyapal Chuol 
Most opinionated: Samantha 
Anderson
First to lose their voice: Faun 
Hansen 
Best duo: Tarynn Ball and Faun 
Hansen 
Best Hair: Tarynn Ball
Most likely to become a 
comedian: Paige Westergren

Minneapolis 

Best dressed: Keegan Baker 
Most likely to be late: Skyla 
Pedersen and Dani Carlson
City mom: Katherine Jones
Early bird: Katherine Mickelson
Night owl: Kennedy Bender
Best smile: Elsie Larson
Most opinionated: Emily 
Riedemann
First to lose their voice: Karri 
Johnson
Messiest dorm: Lana Talsma
Best duo: Dani Carlson and Skyla 
Pedersen
Quietest: Madeline Ryan 
Loudest: Sarah Rommann

Baltimore 
Best dressed: Ashley
Most likely to be late: Chloe
City mom: Alexis
Early bird: Lily
Night owl: Taylor
Best smile: Gracey
Most opinionated: Riley
First to lose their voice: Maddy
Messiest dorm: Megan and Riley
Best duo: Alaina and Adisen
City musician: Kathryn
Most likely to kill with kindness: 
Gracelyn

Best dressed: Morgan Larsen 
and Elle Westra
Most likely to be late: Grace 
Sargent
City mom: Julia Wiik
Early bird: Peyton Ostenson
Night owl: Olivia Godwin and 
Kayleigh Royston 
Best smile: Jasmin Garcia 
Most opinionated: Harlie Dixon
First to lose their voice: Erin 
DeWald
Best duo: Katherine Pfaff and 
Ellen McDonnell
Quietest: Emily Hatzenbuhler
Best paparazzi: Shayna Farlee
Most organized: Cally Faulhaber
Most likely to plan dates with 
green flags she never talked to: 
Isabelle Mairose 

Cleveland 

Best dressed: Riley Buus
Most likely to be late: Damani 
Casillas 
City mom: Shaelynn Puckett and 
Caitlyn Birney
Early bird: Stephanie Goergen
Night owl: Gretta Larson
Best smile: McKenzie Hunt and 
Raegen Altman
Most opinionated: Karlie 
Goergen
First to lose their voice: Karlie 
Goergen
Messiest dorm: Tanaya Weiss
Best duo: lenee Kranz and Aida 
Desaulniers
Most likely to get lost: Sadie 
Brunes

St. Paul 
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St. Louis 

Miami 
Best dressed: Sydney Anel 
Most likely to be late: Emma 
Forster 
City mom: Cameron Stoflet
Early bird: Aliyah Johnson
Night owl: Marie Weller
Best smile: Bailey Feistner
Most opinionated: Emily McCain
First to lose their voice: Ashley 
Hanson
Messiest dorm: Ashlyn Casey
Best duo: Aliyah Johnson, Aletha 
Baker 
Most likely to sing every song: 
Ashlyn Casey
Most LIkely to yell: Morgan 
Damman

 Connect with us!

- Twitter: SD_GirlsState

-Snapchat: SDGirlsState

-Instagram: SDGirlsState

-Facebook: Journalism City: 

South Dakota Girls State

Detroit 
Best dressed: Lydia Hill
Most likely to be late: Jia Yi Wang
City mom: Eva Rindelaub
Early bird: Ella Ziegeldorf and 
Hope Orr
Night owl: Teya Badger
Best smile: Sara Swier and Kaylee 
Morehead
Most opinionated: Karlie Ten 
Eyck 
First to lose their voice: Jasmine 
Gill
Messiest dorm: Brooklyn 
Nepodal and Makayla Wilson 
Best duo: Isabella Brouwer and 
Taylor Chesley 
Most likely to lock themselves in 
the bathroom: Allison Rokusek



CITY WATCH

 Thank you to the  
Political Science Department 

for sponsoring this issue of 
the Sacajawea Scroll.
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Chicago 
Best dressed: Ella Allen
Most likely to be late: Sadie 
Klundt
City mom: Peyton Carroll  
Early bird: Natalie Burns
Night owl: Claire Conover
Best smile: Evelyn Fritz
Most opinionated: Hanna Ten 
Eyck
First to lose their voice: Elizabeth 
Neugebauer
Messiest dorm: Senior Counselor 
Erica
Best duo: Abby Moore and Amy 
Pritz
Most Likely to have a deck of 
cards: Ema Rehder 
Best dad: Ava Steffen 

Boston 
Best dressed: Baylee Kulesa
Most likely to be late: The 
citizens of Boston are never late
City mom: Brittney Frickson
Early bird: Cara Ronish
Night owl: Counselor Morgan 
Fuller 
Best smile: Allison Ebbing
Most opinionated: Gretchen 
Olson and Ellie Koeing
First to lose their voice: Grace 
Hove
Messiest dorm: Kaia Folsom
Best duo: Gabby Morales-Gil and 
Dani DeVaney 
Best handwriting: Masha 
Doering
Best bear maker: Ally Abraham

New York 
Best dressed: Julia Hemelstrand 
Most likely to be late: Tiffany 
Kruse
City mom: Alyssa Heupel
Early bird: Shaylee Peterson
Night owl: Katie Jensen
Best smile: Ella Simmons
Most opinionated: Haidyn 
Lounsbery
First to lose their voice: EmilyJo 
Wollschlager
Messiest dorm: Rachel Boyd
Best duo: Shaylee Peterson and 
Katie Jensen
Most suspicious: Nancy Peter
Most Chill: Jenna Krause

Los Angeles 
Best dressed: Jorja Goeres
Most likely to be late: Emma H.
City mom: Cassandra Richarz
Early bird: Krista
Night owl: Hartey Davis
Best smile: Jaya
Most opinionated: Nova
First to lose their voice: Grace
Messiest dorm: Tilli and Harley
Best duo: Kimber and Jaya
Most likely to break into song 
and dance: Savah
Most likely to be an attorney: 
Lani
Most likely to take over the 
world: Alexis

Seattle
Best dressed: Avalon Brenner
Most likely to be late: Shania 
Longe
City mom: Allison Lester
Early bird: Sierra Ehresmann
Night owl: Ciara Henry
Best smile: Frannie Kouri
Most opinionated: Cassidy 
Jennings
First to lose their voice: Keanna 
Lee 
Messiest dorm: Avalon Brenner 
and Liberty Wendiger 
Best duo: Taelor Zweber and 
Ashlyn Weig
Best Hair: Sydney Simonson
Most put together: martina 
Ramos
Sweetest person: Alice Vogel 
Snack queen: Makenzie Stogner
Major mingler: Mikaila Fluth
Best laugh: Caylee Dennis
Destroyer of Desserts:  Hannah 
Preheim

Washington 
Best dressed: Catherine Klein 
Most likely to be late: Simone 
Kane
City mom: Ava Fritz
Early bird: Elizabeth (Milk) Will
Night owl: Kate Connor
Best smile: Payton Seefeldt
Most opinionated: Hailey 
Williams
First to lose their voice: Audrey 
Meyer
Messiest dorm: Skye Kotalik
Best duo: Harlee Heim and 
Morgan Frost 
Oldest chick: Olivia Grinager
Most likely to win american 
idol: Addy Kuecker

Journalism City
Best dressed: Mary Steffen
Most likely to be late: Kylie 
Wheaton
City mom: Abbigail Wagner
Early bird: Abbigail Wagner
Night owl: Brailey Walls
Best smile: Kaitlyn Wellman
Most opinionated: Olivia 
Hunhoff
First to lose their voice: Abbigail 
Wagner
Messiest dorm: N/A
Best duo: Devynn and Kadanse 
Landis
Girl Boss: Jada Sandvall 
Sportiest: Anna Lent
Most Talented: Kaitlynn and 
Reagan
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Representative Dusty Johnson addresses delegates. 

k9 demo, flag etiquette, roundtable, monday welcome 

Kristi Noem 
addresses delegates

Dusty Johnson aims to support 
South Dakotans

 ednesday night, at the general assembly, 
Representative Dusty Johnson gave the 
Girls State delegates a visit. 

 Johnson brought with him an 
abundance of laughter and cheers. It is safe to 
say that the delegates are big Dusty Johnson 
fans. 
 His humor, kindness, and inspirational 
words kept the girl’s attention in a tight grip. 
 With words like, “I am a total sucker for 
the vision that is America”, and “I just feel like if 
Americans are going to keep trying, then I gosh 
darn better keep trying too”, the delegates in the 
crowd at Wednesday’s general assembly left with 
high spirits and a positive outlook for the future 
of American politics. 
 After leaving Aalfs Auditorium, Johnson 
continued to talk about the excitement that 
comes along with campaigning to the younger 

generations. 
 Johnson’s favorite part about 
campaigning at Girls State was “the energy and 
the enthusiasm that they bring”. Whether that 
energy came from doing the jitterbug on stage, 
or it came from the thought provoking questions 
the delegates had for the representative, there is 
no doubt that Johnson was having a great time. 
 Campaigning to the youth gets him 
very excited. Johnson is more than anything, a 
people’s person.                   
 “The calvary is coming. We’ve got a 
generation of leaders, who are going to kick 
some real tail”, he mentioned.   
 More than anything, the delegates 
at the 2022 South Dakota ALA Girls State left 
Johnson inspired and hopeful for the future. 
  However, not everything in our country 
is all positive and hopeful today. The moment 

could not pass without touching on 
a few heavier topics. 
 As the youth of South Dakota 
look towards their future, their 
vision is clouded with images 
of the recent mass shooting in 
Uvalde, Texas. 
 Johnson commented by 
saying, “21 is a huge number, 
people dead in Texas, it’s a huge 
problem. 100,000 is also a big 
number- it’s a bigger number- and 
America is not well. In fact the 
100,000 number is the number of 
people that die every year from 
suicide and drug overdoses. While, 
of course, I want to solve the 21, 
I think we will be disappointed 
in ourselves if we narrowly tailor 
a solution to the 21, rather than 
something that can save 10’s of 
thousands of lives.”
 Overall, Dusty Johnson is 
more than the representative of our 
state’s people. Johnson is first and 
foremost a good man.   
“Decency is decency. What’s right 
is right. Principles are principles,” 
Johnson said.
 More than anything else, he 
wants to support South Dakotans. 
He cares deeply for this state’s 
people and their future.   

Keatyn Wede
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 risti Noem spoke at 
the morning general 
assembly on Thursday. 

 During her speech, she 
made a few points very clear. 
First, she exemplified that she 
really cares about the future of 
the state of South Dakota and 
the generations that will be 
taking it over. 
 Every piece of 
legislature that Noem and her 
people look at, they answer 
a multitude of questions 
regarding if they think it is 
plausible or not. The very last 
question that they ask every 
time is:  how will passing this 
affect the future generations of 
South Dakota?
 There are many issues 
that the future generations of 
South Dakota will have to deal 
with; one of them is the foster 
care system. The current foster 
care system in South Dakota is 
far worse than it was in 2016. 
Although more children have 

been adopted, there 
have also been many 
more children that 
have been mistreated 
through the system. 
There are still many 
children that are being 
put into the system. 
 When asked 
if she had any plans to 
revise the system, now 
that there is a looming 
threat that Roe v. Wade 
will be overturned, she 
agreed that the system 
does indeed need to 
be reformed. Noem 
feels that the foster 
care system is just 
simply not meeting the 
needs of the American 
people. 
 If the supreme 
court case of Roe v. 
Wade is overturned 
Noem is convinced 
that, it would be one 

of the reasons she thinks we 
may need to go into a special 
session. In the session she 
would like to focus on passing 
help to support pregnant 
women who are not prepared 
for financially through non-
profits.
     The foster care system is not 
the only issue America has with 
taking care of its children. 
 The formula shortage 
is yet another prominent issue 
for Americans. When asked how 
she felt about the shortage she 
stated, “I think it’s embarrassing 
that the United States of 
America goes through another 
country to feed our babies.”  
 Noem was also asked 
about the mass shooting in 
Uvalde, Texas. Noem answered 
by explaining her focus on 
bettering mental health 
programs in South Dakota to 
combat issues related to gun 
violence.     
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Governor Kristi Noem speaks to the delegates.
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The man behind Girls State

JADA SANDVALL I SACAJAWEA SCROLL
                           Gutzman at his desk in the Aalfs Auditorium
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Delegates taught self-defense in class Zoning administrator Drew 
Gunderson speaks to delegates 

Anna Lent
Sacajawea Scroll

Drew Gunderson came 
Thursday morning to speak 
to the delegates about his job 
in zoning. Zoning is primarily 
land use regulations.  

Gunderson deals a lot 
with spacing of buildings in 
geographic areas in different 
communities. His main job 
deals a lot with the housing 
and environmental issues 
that come with building in a 
community. 

Gunderson’s crew builds cell 
phone towers and makes sure 
they are in accessible areas in 
range with the towns in South 
Dakota. 

Gunderson also navigates 
the county issues that impacts 
the community tremendously. 

Multiple issues can end up 
being controversial and take 

a long time to fix, but most 
issues that Gunderson deals 
with are different and have 
their own different ways for 
crew members trying to solve 
them. 

Zoning companies don’t do 
a whole lot of advertising just 
based on the effects of money. 

With all aspects of his job 
being regulated by state law, he 
gives about 70% of his time in 
his own zoning and research 
with zoning and planning. 

Gunderson explained the 
beginning of his research, 
“Military, and I was in 
Afghanistan as an intelligence 
analyst. And I cannot believe I 
got to use this type of skill for 
the US and in South Dakota.”

Most of the technology that 
is used during zoning is a lot 

of mapping software and Excel 
for tracking. 

Gunderson uses 8 different 
software devices and systems 
during different types of 
projects. 

Using this technology, 
the find that the main 
environmental issues are 
groundwater. Areas around 
Vermillion have very shallow 
aquifers. 

Gunderson hopes to 
increase the water supply in 
the next year in Vermillion, 
so zoning can have more of a 
positive affect for people all 
around. 

Delegates of Girls State 
learned about self-defense and 
how to act in times of potential 
assault. 

They learned about different 
types of assault; simple assault 
and sexual assault. 

Simple assault can just 
begin when someone throws 
a punch or pushes you. Sexual 
assault includes rape and other 
activities that are done without 
permission.

Delegates explored different 
techniques of fighting back 
against a male figure. 

Delegates learned that 
kicking or punching the weakest 
parts of a male can put you at a 
serious advantage; the throat, 
groin, knees, and neck. 

Sexual assault is very 
common in South Dakota. 
90,000 cases are reported 
annually. These statistics 
prove that assault can happen 
to anyone, and it is all about 
asserting power and consent. 

Even if one is a victim, even 
when you say no, there is no 
other responsibility other than 
to get out. 

 KADANCE LANDIS I SACAJAWEA SCROLL
Delegate learns how to defend herself in an emergency. 

Do you ever find yourself 
dancing to the music during 
General Assembly? Maybe singing 
along to “Driver’s License” by 
Olivia Rodrigo with your friends 
and fellow delegates? How about 
getting jiggy with it during the Cha 
Cha Slide? Well, none of this would 
be possible without the techie 
behind the scenes. 

Tyler Gutzman, more commonly 
known as Tyler the Tech God or 
Tyler the Tech Guy, runs the show 
behind the scenes at ALA Girl’s 
State.

Gutzman has control of the 
music for when we’re waiting with 
anticipation for Governor Auburn to 
begin morning session and lighting 
for dramatic effect for when a 
speaker starts to get real.   
“I’ve always been that techie-nerd-
guy, you know? Like building my 
own computers, that kind of stuff,” 

Gutzman got his start while he 

was in high school, where he helped 
with sound tech. 

Gutzman said, “I guess back in 
high school I did sound stuff, that’s 
where I got started and church and 
stuff like that too.” 

By partaking in these 
extracurricular activities, Gutzman 
found his passion in life, “[Running 

tech] is my fulltime job.” 
Now, Gutzman works at USD as 

a specialist in communications and 

networks.
Tyler the Tech God is a 

Vermillion native, and this is not his 
first rodeo here at ALA Girls State. 
Gutzman has helped by running 
tech for Girl’s State in previous 
years, although he says this year his 
treatment is an improvement from 
last year. 

Now for the real question, does 
Tyler the Techie take suggestions 
for songs to get down to before 
General Assembly?   
The answer is most likely.  

Gutzman answered, “Our only 
restriction [to playing music during 
General Assembly] is it has to be 
appropriate.” 

So keep cheering and supporting 
the man behind the scenes 
because even from the front of the 
auditorium, Tyler the Tech Guy can 
still hear and provide the songs you 
wish to hear. 

    
    “I’ve always been     
    that tech-nerdy- 
    guy, you know?” 
   - Tyler Gutzman
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     Pride Month:  Delegate Q&A’s Friday’s Horoscope
By Mary Steffen

Aries (March 21 – April 20): Give yourself time to think before you act as this can 
create a better outcome between you and your fellow delegates. Spending some 
time focusing on the littler things can give you a new perspective on an issue 
you will be handling later in the week. Sharing Friday with two other signs, Aries 
are lucky today. 

Taurus (April 21 – May 21): Pluto’s position in the night sky could lead to stress 
and an urge to be erratic. It is imperative that you keep calm and take a deep 
breath occasionally. To destress, try communicating what you feel with your 
roomie as she will understand you. Along with Sag and Aries, luck will come 
upon you, Taurus

Gemini (May 22 – June 21): Mercury’s position grants Gemini clarity and peace 
of mind. With this ability, it is important that we share our patience with our 
friends and peers, do not be short with them. Eat healthy today, load up on fruits 
and vegetables at mealtimes, you’ll need the strength in the coming days. 

Cancer (June 22 – July 22): Today, new door will open for you, widening your 
perspective. You feel an urge to overcomplicate when a straightforward path is 
right in front of you. Watch where you are walking so you do not trip as Cancers 
may feel unlucky today. Gifting a friend an extra cookie during mealtimes can 
help counteract the unluckiness. 

Leo (July 23 – August 21): You should seek patience with yourself and others 
close to you as you may feel more sensitivity today than other days. Lean on 
Gemini, they seem to have an abundance of it. Do not take others negative 
actions to heart. Drink lots of water to help your health. 

Virgo (August 22 – September 23): Carpe Diem, Virgo! Today you will receive 
relief and calmness as you navigate your busy day. Information that you’ve been 
waiting to hear about may reveal itself to you sometime today, regardless of the 
outcome, stay optimistic.

Libra (September 24 – October 23): An expectation you expect to be meeted will 
fall short. Minor inconveniences may seem huge today but staying aware of 
them and keeping a positive attitude can help us resolve them sooner. 

Scorpio (October 24 – November 22): Restlessness consumes you as you likely 
got less than six hours of sleep last night. This evening, take some deep breaths 
and a hot shower to help relax your body and mind. Scorpios are competitive by 
nature but remember it’s okay to ask for assistance occasionally.

Sagittarius (November 23 – December 21): Spending some personal time in deep 
thought will help organize your thoughts and lead to a peaceful evening. Spice 
things up today, wear your hair in a fashion you normally wouldn’t wear it in. 
Fridays are lucky for Sagittarius’ along with Taurus and Aries. 

Capricorn (December 22 – January 20): This morning will be full of joy and 
peace, but sometime this afternoon, you will face a conflict that overarches 
during the afternoon. Wearing yellow may help to ease the tension, however. 

Aquarius (January 21 – February 19): While mercury’s retrograde has been 
causing stressful changes in energies, Aquarius will receiving confidence and 
a clear mind. However, this confidence has a consequence as you may feel the 
need to blow your money when, you should save it so you can buy a t-shirt from 
the MUC for a souvenir.

Pisces (February 20 – March 20): As the position of the planets moves, you may 
feel a brain fog come over your conscience. It is important to let our feelings out 
to the outside world. To give your mind focus, eat chocolate or something to 
satisfy your sweet tooth. 

Q: What does Pride Month mean to you?

A: “I am the President of the Gay Straight Alliance Club at my 
school, so pride means alot to me and my highschool.”

Q: How do you believe people should acknowledge LGBTQ+ pride?

A: “Yes, It is important everyone is represented in a positive light 
and equally. Self expression is vital and were all here to just have a 
good time.”

Q: What does Pride Month mean to you? 

A: “I am apart of the LGBTQ+ community and it is a great community. 
I read that 21% of Gen Z are in the LGBTQ+ community, it is fast  
growing and members are changing the world.” 

Q: How do you believe people should acknowledge LGBTQ+ pride? 

A: “Allow us to be who we are without discriminating. It has been  
like this for a long time and the community is growing at a rapid rate.  
People just need to put themselves out there and respect one another.” 

Tiffany Kruse, Chicago

Tarynn Ball, Philadelphia

Payton Helfer,
Olivia Hunhoff
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Journalism City discusses radio 
with  Riverfront Broadcasting

Mary Steffen
Sacajawea Scroll

KYLIE WHEATON I SACAJAWEA SCROLL
Delegates decorate pillowcases for veterans during their free time.

 Thursday afternoon, 
Josh Boelter and Kevin 
Larsen from Riverfront 
Broadcasting in Yankyon 
visited with Journalism City 
during their roundtable 
lunch. They gave the 
journalists interview tips and 
tricks and told them funny 
stories about the messiness 
of being live on the air. 
 The girls asked the 
Riverfront representatives 
how they successfully 
market their radio channel 
in the competitive field of 
broadcasting. 
 One way they set 
themselves apart is posting 
pictures and information 
to social media before the 
other networks. They also 

emphasize presenting the 
news in a factual way and 
promoting the quality of 
their work.  
 Boelter and Larsen 
advised the girls to keep an 
open mind when going into 
the work force.    
 They both worked 
at a variety of broadcasting 
jobs across the state, 
consequently giving them 
experience in many areas. It’s 
good to be prepared for the 
unexpected side of life.
Journalism City will continue 
to learn about the news 
industry at roundtable 
lunches with SDPB 
tomorrow.

Twinning:  s isterhood to a  new level

Abbigail Wagner
Sacajawea Scroll

 “Oh my gosh, we are 
totally twinning!” is usually what 
we say when a gal pal of ours is 
matching us in clothes, actions, or 
speech. But did you know some 
girls have taken twinning to an 
entirely new level this year?
 This year at ALA Girls 
State, there is an abundance of 
girls who happen to be part of a set 
of twins or triplets. 
 The odds of this are 
statistically improbable, as twins 
usually occur in about 1 in 250 
natural pregnancies. Triplets are 
even rarer, at 1 in 10,000 natural 
pregnancies resulting in triplets.  
 Such a rare occurrence 
is definitely something that is to 
be celebrated at 2022 ALA Girl’s 
State. 
 There are two main 
types of twins: monozygotic and 
dizygotic. More commonly, we 
call them identical and fraternal 
twins, respectively. 
 Identical twins occur 
when a fertilized egg divides 
into two in the womb during the 
very early stages of gestation. 
Because of this, identical twins 
share identical genes and appear… 

well, identical. When two separate 
eggs are fertilized by two different 
sperm, then fraternal twins occur. 
As the genetic information isn’t 
exactly the same, fraternal twins 
are just like regular siblings who 
just happen to be born at the same 
time. 
 As Girl’s State is a 
wonderful experience to learn 
about city, county and state 
government, some of these 
delegates had the honor of not 
only learning with their friends 
but learning alongside their twin 
sisters. 
 Kendyl and Kamryn 
Anderson have the joy of being 
accepted and traveling to Girl’s 
State together as identical twin 
sisters. As a complete coincidence, 
they ended up representing sister 
cities as Kendyl represented 
Detroit and Kamryn represents 
Philadelphia. 
 Kendyl stated, “We 
actually ended up in sister cities, 
so we do a lot of stuff together… 
We’re kind of, like, learning about 
the government together!” 
 In pop culture, there 
are many false stereotypes about 

how twins act. When one thinks 
of twins, one likely thinks of Fred 
and George Weasley from Harry 
Potter or the creepy twins from 
the Shining, but not all sets of 
twins have the same interests and 
personality.
 “We have completely 
different personalities, but we look 
alike! If you see us together you 
wouldn’t be able to tell us apart,” 
said Kendyl.
 Even as representatives 
of sister cities, the Anderson Girls 
say they get to spend more time 
together which has helped to 
grow their sisterly bond with one 
another. 
 “We usually stick 
together and do everything 
together,” Kamryn said.
 Many twins say that 
their sibling bond goes deeper than 
a normal one as they have been 
together quite literally since before 
birth. How exciting would it be 
to get to experience something 
as educating and special as Girl’s 
State, where one can create sisterly 
bonds with each other with their 
actual sister.   
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Twins and delegates of sister cities, Kendyl and Kamryn Anderson
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questions
1. What is your go-to item of clothing?
2. If you could give one piece of advice 
to a current delegate, what would it be?
3. What was one of the most memorable 

parts of your year at Girls State?
4. Crushed or cubed ice?

Brooke eidsness
senior counselor

1. “A big baggy shirt or 
sweatshirt.”
2. “Sometimes you gotta 
risk it for the biscuit.”
3. “When I had my dance 
move “The Whale” and 
I showed it one night at 
county Vespers.”
4. “Crushed ice.”

rachel hovdenes
junior counselor

1. “A baggy hoodie.” 
2. “Go for whatever you 
want.”
3. “Having a super 
awesome roommate.”
4. “Crushed ice.”

erika schnek

1. “Shoes, just a huge 
love for shoes.”
2. “Aim big.”
3. “It was COVID so 
probably just my bed.”
4. “Crushed ice.”

senior counselor


